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ime. The whole country fell into confusion, eremiah, contrary to his wishes, was carried to Lgypt, where he occupied himself in denouncing he country in which he found an asylum against is will.
By the second deportation religion seems to iave lost all its principal representatives in 'alestine. The capital was a ruinous heap. fhe reforms of Josiah, concentrating the worship of Jahveh there, had completely dis->rganised his worship throughout the country Listricts. In fact, the religion of Jahveh had )ractically ceased to exist in Judasa ; it had been ransplanted to Babylon, but there it flourished vith renewed vigour. The actual deportation >f the captives must have led to much terrible uffering ; but when they were once arrived in Babylonia, their position was very far indeed rom being that of slaves. They were interned tmong the towns and villages of Lower Chaldaea, nit were free to pursue their own occupa-ions. Not a few threw themselves into the ife of the country of their exile, which was laving a new burst of splendour and prosperity; )ut the extreme religious party, with whom lay :he future, felt nothing but horror for the people imongst whom they found themselves. The L^evites (that is to say the persons who had con-